"They preached the word wherever they went..." Acts 8:4
CONGREGATIONAL EVENTS
Monday T3 pm Chermical Recovery ) Prestons SU3LTEISFY
Fricay 730 pm Teer: Devatonal Whiiamsons G771 AD95555
Friday TEpm Campus Devotional Kckesns 5035250254
Friday T30 pm Middle Schoel Devetional Joff B Mieka H. S03.848.3550
; CITY CENTER BIBLE TALKS
Monday 730pm PSLT - Portland Canter Bullding I, Apt 224 Kacie Fligor 917 8069381
Tuesday BOC pm 307 W Lincoln Street, Apartment 203 Drablas 5039750724
Tuesday 900 pm 5L - lone Plaze Media Room McKeans 5035250254
‘Wednesday  12:00 pm Portland State University - Smith Center Vic Gonzalez Ir. 6364433387
Thursday 500 pm PSU - Lovejoy Fountain, Apartrent 1404 D Comisford 7403342396
Thursday 730 prne 2214 5E Belmont Street, Portland Craig Falbsian 503.998.4305
Friday 730 pm 2043 MW Kearney, Uinit 2, Portland Xavier Davis 5033135131
Friday 300 pm 2607 SW Sherwood Street, Portland Sulfivans 5032747760
Friday B0 pmi fore Plaza Medis Room Joey Anderson 3604335161
EASTSIDE BIBLE TALKS
Friday 7400 pm 12566 5E 157th Avenue, Happy Valley Joshuas 9712355854
Lehnas 503.558.1151
Friciay 700 pro 3106 SE Bth Avenue, Portland Mikzis 503.6E0.472F
Fricay 7130 pm 245 SE 106th Avernse #4, Porttand Arensmiciers 503.544,7378
SOUTH BIBLE TALKS
Friday 7230 pm 10530 SW Sunnyside Drive, Wilsenville Untalans 503.682.72
Friday 730 pm 6263 SWV Washington Court, Lake Oswego Prestons. S03.6753571
VANCOUVER BiBI E TALK
Friday T30 pry 9704 NE 92nd Avenue, Vanoouwer Lurides 360.521.6537
WESTSIDE BIBLE TALKS
Tuesday 700 pm 1708 2158 Avenue, Forest Grave Karen Grover S03,984.0545
Friday 730 pm 17157 SW Arbutus Drive, Beaverton Bordieris 9714047984
Friclay 730 pm 3633 NW 163rd Terrace, Baaverton Bertalots 5036451517
Fri 730 pm 15825 Telshire Road, Beaverton Hesses 503.380.4507
LATIN MINISTRY [SPANISH-SPEAKING) BIBLE TALKS
Monday B4 pm 3873 SW Morganfield Terrace, Beaverton Williams 503.430.5112
Friday B:00 pm BAES SV Langtree Street, Tigard Ulloas 5034312418
Friday 800 pm 673 SE Heathcliff Lamne, Hillsboro Gonzalezs 503.334.7757
Friday £00 pm 622 ME 185th Place, Gresham Valdovinas 503.866.7792
Friday 400 pmn 18512 ME Glisan Streat, Gresham Ddaz 503.465.0354
T
"Bringing you good news..." Acts 14:15
Misgions Evangelist and Women's Ministry Leader: Kip & Elena McKean - 503.525.1254
Administrator & Women's Ministry Leader: Carleen Nikzi - 503.504.7351
Latin Ministry Leaders: Victor & Sonia Gonzalez - 503.334.7757
Cffice:5053.525.1256 - www.portlandchurchorg - 1627 SW Momgomery Street, Portland 97201
Sunday Service: 10:00 am - Ambridge Event Certer (AEC) - 300 NE Multnomah Street, Portland
Wednesday Midweek Service: 7:30 pm - Alternating Meetings Men/Women at the AEC
Worship Services in Spanish every Sunday and Wednesday at the AEC
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The Portland Story

“But thanks be to God, who always feads us in triumphal procession in Christ and through us
spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of Him. For we are fo God the aroma of
Christ among those whe are being saved and those who are perishing. To the one we are the
smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of Iife. And who is equal to sudh atask? Unlike so
many, we do not peddfe the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak before
God with sincerity, like men sent from God.” 2 Corinthians 2:14-17

- Part One- TRIUMPHANT INITIATION =

The Portiand Intemational Church of Christ was planted in 1991, There were already twenty
disciples “waiting” in Portland. Another twenty-five were sent combined from the San Francisco
and Seattle Churches to complete “the team.” Rob and Pam Skinner of San Francisco heroicalty
led the church planting for the first seven menths! "Many were baptized into Christ," according
to Angie Hemnandez, one of the mission team members. Then the Skinners were sent to Seatile
1o help with a leadership crisis in that congregation. In the ensuing years, the Portland Church
was led by a series of young ministry couples, whom the Lord used in powerful ways.

However, in 1996 the Portland Church began to *latline”in its growth. At its zenith, there were
approximately 275 disciples with 375 on Sundays. Almost undetectable over the next several
years, a "relationship chasm"began to grow between the clder brothers and the young
evangelists. The young evangelists' mistakes and sins of harshness and arrogance began to
produce a bitterness, anger and rebellion in the "mature” brothers, Also, among the Portland
members, there was increasing resentment against the leadership in San Francisco because they
gave direction, without consulting the local Portland leaders. (| made similar mistakes in Los
Angeles)

In 2001, one of my children fell away. This, along with my leadership sins of arrogance, and not
protecting the weak caused uncertainty in my leadership among some of the World Sector
Leaders. To try and keep unity | decided to step down from my role as Leader of the World
Sector Leaders. Yet, unknown to the Werld Sector Leaders there was a similar silent rebellion




B e i e L
£an never rebel against authority, yet as seen with David who "those™to trensfer his allegiance from
the umgadiy Sauito the uncircumcised Achish (1 Samuel 27:1-4) one is “free to choose™ whom 1o
submittal In the fall the Portand leadership will beain to seek out church leaderships in
congregations that are struggling to ask if we can neip them buiid a foundation of sold-out discipies.
if they are not inclined to receive help, then we will offer hefp to any group that would prefer to be in
@ new congregation compased of oniy sold-out disciples. To the casual observer, this may loak like
“two churches in one Gty ey, in time it witl pe chvious who has God's approval.

Our two last projects to 3id in our proclamation to all nations is the Fortland School of Werld
Missions and UPSIDEDOWNZ 1 - the global internet ministry of the Portland Church, We still believe,
that to become an-evangelist one needs to be discpled by an evangelist. {Acts 4:13) The Portland
School of World Missions is not a seminary, yet some further Bibfical studies are necessary to build
awesome churches. Presently we have over twenty-five disciples desiring to be in the fuli<ume
ministry!

Of historic importance, UPSIDEDOWN21 will begin today in six lznguages - English, French, Russian,
Spanish, Swedish and Estonian. Each “page” will have access to that week’s Portland Bultetin
editorial, as well 2s the video of my mast recent Sunday Sermon in Portland, [ will be assemblinga
team of evangelists worldwide to vides their sermons fer USD21,as | only speak English. The USD21
website will be similar to *Radio Free Europe”in the 1960s. The communist leaders builtan lron
Curtain"ta block the message of freedom from America and the rest of the West in their press, Yet
owver the radie, broadcasts of messages of hope and freedom served to guide those oppressed by
communism. Eventually many listeners found freedom as seen in the early 1990s when the “iron
Curtain”crumbled. Today, with church leaderships isolated by the walls of autonomy, the good news
of the revolution of restoration accurring in the radical discipling churches needs to be “beamed-in"
to hurting disciples. Our goal is to someday broadcast in all the languages of the weorld, thus helping
to unite the true discipling churches.

As 1 Corinthians 2 teaches, God has truly led us in triumph through the years. In 2000, after 21 years
since the beginning of Boston, | quoted Winston Churchill concerning where the Boston Movernent
(1COC} churches were at “This is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But perhaps it
is the end of the beginning.” In 2001 the "Great Tribulation” began to octur. August 2005 is not a
new beginning but an exciting Eptsode 2! | believe with all my heart, God will someday use some of
the "valiant but wiser," past leaders of His movement to meld with young Spirit-filled leaders to forge
a new brotherhood leadership te spearhead the evangelization of the world in the 275t century. And
this time, to God be all the glory!

Kip McKean
August 21, 2005

2006 Portland World Missions Jubilee
August 18-20, 2006

R O e s

In Jure, after the explosion of the congregation, Elena and | received 2 phone call from Russ Ewell,
representing the San Franciscs Churd to try to help the Portiand Church. Russ also s2id ftmight be
& piace 10 Bagin & new ministry 85 Dur MonetaTy SuRRott in Los Angeles wasending and there wat
no offer for us to serve in the Los Angeles leadership, in mid-lune, we came for our first visit and our
hearts went out to the faithful remnant who stilf wanted to have a church of only “soid-cut” discipies.
After reading my letter "Revolution Through Restoration i, “the House Church Leaders unanimously
asked Elena end ! 1o serve as Women's Ministry Leader and Lead Evangelist of the Portiand Church.,

-4z Part Tweo - TRIUMPHANT RESTORATION =%

Cur official “Frst day on the job" was July 11,2003, At the Friday night devotional of anly about 60-70
disciples, | vowed before God that | would “Preach the Werd" without compromise. Also, Elena and!
expressed our gratitude to the Portland Church for extending forgiveness 1o us for our past
teadership sing and mercy to allow us to lead againi During the next menth | focused my preaching
on loving God with all our hearts, souls, minds and strength and cbeying His Word,

I believe God sent Elena and me to be inte a “satellite church”where all the sins and mistzkes of the
movement were exaggerated so we could learn and understand how 1o rebuild the movement.

With confidence from God, | set about to get with every member of the Portland Church both those
who stayed and those who left and asked three questions: 1. What was awesome about the
Portland Church? (Many could not rememiber anything pesitive, even their salvation} 2. What
needs to change in the Portland Chureh? 3, What Biblical books or themes should be preached?
From these discussions, | quickly saw that there was so much bitterness, anger and
misunderstanding. Perhaps the unigqueness of Portiand's restoration was the call from the pulpit for
nat only leaders to repent of arrogance, harshness, binding opinions, and hurting the weak, but ti:lere
was an equally strong call from the Word for the “followership” te repent of bitterness, anger, factions
and lack of fargiveness. Wednesday, August 13,2003 was our Evening of Atonement. 1 preached that
forgiveness was as much a part of salvation as baptism! Disciple after disciple, both leader and .
toliower alike, publicly confessed their sins in tears! Mare wanted to share, but we ended the session
after two and a half hours! The Spirit’s love and joy filled the reom! With the congregation refreshed
from repentance,] spent the next three weeks preaching about God's plan of discipleship and small
groups being Jesus method.

The leadership of the Portland Church was defined to be the House Church Leaders with me leading
them! By September the leadership called every person that desired to be 2 member of the Portland
Church to attend all the services, attend an evangelistic small group (Bible Talk) and to have a
discipleship partner. Discipleship partners could be either teacher/student relationships )
{parent/child) or adult/adult relationships. To avoid some of the bitterness of the past, the leadership
cauediforeach member to choose their Bible Talk and their discipleship partners.

In September, the Portland congregation was in awe of God as He once more blessed us with
miracles of baptisms. In the fall, we averaged a baptism a week and yet every week someone would
walk away frem the congregation not wanting 1o be a “soid-out” disciple. Also through the fall, First
Principies was taught to everyone as some were confused about who is saved, who is a true
Christian. 3




and anger against each of them for their sins of leadership. Sadly, many of those that rebeiled
against the World Sector Léaders Tkewise faced the same fack of confidence and rebeflion from

H those preachers they led. indeed bitterness breeds bitterness. fronically in 2002, the cenviral
Teadership of the International Churdhes of Chiist was officially dissolved at the “Las Angeles Unity
Meeting." The Worid Sector Leaders were forced to resign as a reactionary, “new vision™of
independent congregations (autonomy), consensus leadership with no lead evangelists, the
elimination of structured outreach and relationships (Bible Talks and Discipleship partners),and a
message of “cheap grace” with no expectations was proclaimed. The motivating dream of
“mvangelizing the world in a generation™was called “a good idea” yet impossible. Also prociaimed
wasz the dissolving of the "exciusiveness"of our fellowship, the International Churches of Chist -
“ICOL." (Mast congregations of the 1COC “dropped” the “imternational” from their name.) Though !
commend the reopening of the door to the mainkine Churches of Christ, the destruction of the
distinctive concept ef having “disdples only®in 2 congregation produced tremendous confusion.
Yes, there are some disciples in the mainline Churches of Chirist as 1 have always taught. {5ee
Revolution through Restoration | - written in 1992 But we were building a movement of churches
composed of only disciples, so by multiplying disciptes and muhtiplying churches we could
evangelize the world. As this “new vision"was offered, each church went in a different direction,
because there were no overseeing evangelists, like Paul, to teach a commen message “everywiere
in every chierch.” {1 Corinthians 4:17). It is into this highly charged atmosphere that the Kriete letter
"Honest to God" & released in February 2003. Henry Kriete, sitting in judgment of all the sins of the
past twenty-four years of the Bosten Movement (H00C) advocated "a time for anger and the
overthrowing of eemples: | believe the time is now.” He urged open forums, which further poisoned
the members toward the leaders. With no centrat leadership to answer further charges such as the
misuse of money, few asked, “What happened to the church where Henry served?” Did not his letter
call the Loandon Church to be the “epicenter of a 'new movement' of God?” Three months after the
letter the London lead evangelist was forced to resign and 90% of the staff was laid off! Presently
only a couple hundred disciples are left from a congregation of 2000 disciples, The Scriptures are
true that say bitterness can cause many to miss the grace of God, (Hebrews 1215) Today Henry
Kreite ministers to a tiny mainline Church of Christ.

The collective unfaithfulness to God of ALL of us [eaders and ALL of the people caused God to send
our churches to spiritual Babylon. (See Revolution Through Restoration Hll) Portland was hit
extremely hard. The "Kriete letter” comes out in February. In March after being victously criticized by
many in the congregation, the Portland lead evangefist cancels all discipleship partrers, Bible Talks,
and all “structure’in April, he resigns and later in the surmmer stops attending a discipling church.

Alsa in April, the Portland Church by law was to elect a Board to oversee legalities in the
congregation. Many of the people saw the Board as their "elected” new leadership and not the two
remaining evangelists. In May the church implodes and explodes over “the aforementioned
brotherhood issues.” Scores leave to mainline churches, denominational churches and mary, their
faith shipwrecked, stop attending church of any kind. Less than 100 remain members. The
undermining of the leadership was so extensive, even the collecting of a weekly contribution was

discontinued.
AN

"Miracles, wonders and signs...” Acts 2:22

Juan Ortiz {center) was baptized into Christ last Friday.
With bim are the brothers who studied the Bihle

wiith bir: (from the left) David Meser, Joey Anderson,
Crasg Fabian and Karl Johnsen.

Pictured are our brother and sister in Christ,
Pat and Lisa Mebeker. Pat has been training
at Verizon for the past two months; Lisa ared
their children were finally able 1o join him

Pictured are five campus brothers wha placed

membership this past Sunday! From the left: Dan Cole, i Portland tast weekend. Let us welcome
Joe Green, Sean Dobbins, Anthony Franklin, and Lisa into cur fellowship!
Mike Patterson.

"The Lord added to their number..." Acts 2:47

Placing Membership:

Dan Cole August 14,2005

Joe Green August 14, 2005

Sean Dobbins August 14, 2005 Sunday's Attendance: 433
Anthony Franklin August 14, 2005 Budget: $§ 6800
Mike Fatterson August 14, 2005 Contribution: § 7288
Lisa Nebeker August 14, 2005 Benevolence: % 585
Baptism:

Juan Ortiz August 12, 2005
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