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Letter to the Church Regarding Division
March 02, 2006

Letter to the Chicago Church of Christ:

A phone call from Chiis Broom of Syracuse, Mew Tork and an announcement on the web made us aware that Kip McEean
atid the Portland International Church of Christ in conjunction with the Central Mew Yotk Church of Christ i Syracuse is
preparing to plant a church in Chicage. Some of our members have been encouraged to leave our fellowship to join m this
effort. While we gladly welcome any disciple of Jesus who i3 comrnitted to reaching the Chicago area for Christ, we feel
strongly that this action 15 divistve. Divistveness destroys uruty, hurts the fath of mdindual Christians and hatms God's
kingdatm. The divsive tactics bemng used by this group are more evidence of the continued sin that hasz been addressed in the
past. We denounce the diwision caused by the actions of this group just as Paul did in Eotmans 16:17-19 and Titus 2:9-11.

Tty 1z wtally important to God. Jesus prayved for complete unity (Tohn 17:20-21) as He was preparing to go to the cross. His
desire 15 that the wotld wall see we are Hiz disciples by our lowve for one another (JTohn 13:34-33% and by our deeds (1 Peter
3:9-110.

madly, after vears of private cotrections and rebukes, m October of 2005, 63 brothers from around the wotld published a
letter to Eip McEean to call hun to repent of many specific sins. "When there was no response mdicating any repentance, a
second letter sighed by B3 brothers published a public statement to Eip, withdrawing fellowship to help him see his serious
need to repent before God and the church. The letter was motivated by godly love, a desire to promote unity, protect the flock
and bring about repentance. We suppott the actions of this group of brothers and stand by the letter’s call for repentance.

The leadership of the Chicage Church 15 commutted to followang God's leadershup, building up the body of Christ and reaching
the lost. We are pressing forward to achieve our wsion for 2006 that “every member’s spintual fervor 15 evident and growing,
as God produces frutt i every house church.” We humbly aslk the membership of the Chicage Church of Christ to strive for
utity and "Lowe the Lord your God with all wour heart, soul, mind and strength." And to God be the glory.

In brothetly love,

The Leadership of the Chicage Church of Christ



